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for such adversaries, break his rule of silence. At the same time he intimates his intention, should the Philosophie Positive reach a second edition, of cancelling the whole discussion of Laplace's cosmogony, as 'not sufficiently positive;' though he proposes not only to retain, but to strengthen, his attack upon Sidereal Astronomy1. Was there ever a more melancholy shuffle out of the simple duty of saying, ' I thank you for clearing me of an illusion ?'
Comte, however, had to encounter this incident when he was not at his best    He had left behind him the 'two years of indispensable calm' which he felt needful after the dissolution of his marriage.    He complains of a recurrence of nervous excitement2 which reminds him of a former crisis, and warns him to keep worries at a distance.    And he is in the first stage of a new birth which is to plant him amid the surprises of a fresh world of experiences.    Hitherto, he was only half 'evolved;' as the Scotch say, 'he was not all there;'' his organising intellect had taken advantage of its precocity and assumed the supreme place.    True it is that during the  * profound negative phase7 of 'revolutionary aberration' which preceded his systematic development, a certain ' veneration' and ' enthusiasm' ' preserved him from sophistical demoralisation, though leaving him peculiarly exposed for a time to the seductions of a shallow and depraved juggler V    But on the whole his affective nature had remained in the chrysalis state: he had cared little for his mother till she was gone; becoming aware of the serious ' lacunas' in his character, he had taken a wife expressly to remedy his 'involuntary defect' of tenderness; but was mortified to find her, like the medicines of M. Esquirol, the * greatest obstacle to his tardy coming to himself4.'    Now, however, when he was forty-seven years of age, a deliverer appeared who would enable him to make up for lost time. He became acquainted with Madame Clotilde de Vaux, a lady who was suffering through ' an equivalent fatality' to 1 Lettres a Mill, 362-368. 373.                  2 Md> 34a 342> 3 6-
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